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ABSTRACT 
The purpose of this study is to analyze the oppression issue in Rainwater novel 
(2009) created by Sandra Brown. The oppression issue in this novel used 
sociological approach to be analyzed. Novel itself is the primary data sources of this 
study and the secondary data source taken from internet such articles, journals, books 
and many other sources related with it. The result of this study showed the following 
conclusion. Firstly, there are third types of oppression as likes exploitation, 
marginalization, and violence. Secondly, the researcher illustrated the oppression by 
using the character and characterization, setting, event, diction, and symbol. Thirdly, 
the reason why the author shows oppression issue in this novel is to give the message 
that oppression must go away from every region.  
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ABSTRAK 
Penelitian ini bertujuan untuk menganalisis penindasan yang ada di 
masyarakat di dalam novel Rainwater karya Sandra Brown tahun 2009. Masalah 
penindasan didalam novel ini di analisis menggunakan pendekatan sosiologi karena 
berhubungan dengan kehidupan masyarakat. Peneliti menggunakan novel Rainwater 
itu sendiri sebagai sumber utamanya sedangkan sumber keduanya berasal dari 
internet seperti jurnal, artikel, buku yang mempunyai hubungan erat dengan masalah 
penindasan. Hasil dari penelitian ini memberikan beberapa kesimpulan diantaranya 
adalah pertama ada tiga tipe penindasan yang dibahas yaitu pengekplotasian, 
peminggiran dan kekerasan. Kedua, penindasan di dalam novel ini digambarkan 
melalui pengaturan tempat, karakter dan kepribadiannya, diksi, serta symbol. Ketiga, 
alasan penulis meletakkan masalah penindasan didalam karyanya adalah untuk 
memberikan pesan kepada semua orang bahwa penindasan harus di jauhkan dari 
semua tempat. 








This study is about protest against oppression in Rainwater novel by Sandra 
Brown. There is limit researcher who conducted this novel as a study with 
different theory and issue. The research entitled “Discrimination against the 
Lower Class as Represented in Thompson’s Character to the Novel Rainwater 
by Sandra Brown” (Waty, 2014).  
Rainwater is the American novels which contain the society fight against in 
oppression.Oppression is a phenomenon on society related with exploitation in 
economic, social and psychological aspects to individual, group or social class 
(Gill, 1994, p. 233).  
This research tried to conduct the study in Rainwater novel with the issue of 
oppression based on sociological approach. It analyzed how oppression issue is 
reflected in this novel. That is resemblance with the previous study. Both of it 
are using Rainwater novel as the objects and data sources. 
In addition the oppression issue studied based on sociological approach. 
According to Laurenson and Swingwood (1972, p.12) defined that sociology is 
social science explained about society, social processes, and conditions. The 
relation of sociology and literary work is the same to investigate the human 
social life.   
2. RESEARCH METHOD 
  Qualitative research is the research method in this study. Object of the 
study are material and formal object. The material object is Rainwater novel 
written by Sandra Brown and the formal object focuses on oppression based on 
sociological approach. Type of the data is taken from the text of Rainwater 
novel. The data sources taken from Rainwater novel by Sandra brown (2009) as 
primary data sources and journals, articles, books, website as secondary data 
sources the second is secondary data source. The researcher uses three processes 
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of technique analysis data such as reduction the data, display the data, and 
making conclusion.  
3. FINDING AND DISCUSSION  
3.1 Types of Oppression 
3.1.1 Exploitation 
           The exploitation in this novel illustrated through the exploit of 
government rule by government agent. Government agent has the freedom 
to act in their area without fear the consequence of it. 
3.1.1.1 Giving Full Power 
                Giving full power occurred when the central government namely 
President Roosevelt gave mandate to government agent to apply 
drought relief services program. They can buy the cow with under 
pricelist.  
3.1.1.2 Low control 
                  Uncontrolled supervision makes Conrad more free will to do 
oppression to the breeders, farmers, and the peoples in that area.  
 3.1.1.3 Individual Interest 
                  Ellis is a very rich man in the area but it is not to him become 
satisfied. He still wants to get profit from this program. He is not 
willing to see the peoples out from this situation.  
3.1.2 Marginalization 
            Marginalization groups are prohibited from participating in social 
relations even leading to the annihilation of particular groups. 
Marginalization usually related to the racial degrades people in life.  
3.1.2.1 Colored skin (Represented racial) 
                  Conrad is a very cruel man. He was an oppressor who hated blacks. 
He likes when the victim of his ferocity is colored people. It makes 






                 The oppression takes the people miserable. Drought relief services 
should solve this problem but in the reality, it enhances their burden. 
The poor people created their own group and live separately with other 
groups.  
3.1.3 Violence 
             Oppression always causes injury to the oppressed people both physical 
and mental injuries.  
3.1.3.1 Physical Violence 
                 Physical violence in this novel occurs when Conrad knows that the 
people in the shantytown came to get the beef of this program. Like the 
incident on a Prittcher’s farm, Conrad with a full gun dispersed in a 
crude manner. Beat them all without giving them pit. There are many 
injured victims because of him. 
3.1.3.2 Non Physical Violence 
                  Non-physical can be seen when Conrad knew that there was a 
movement of resistance against his power. He began trying to launch 
terror by throwing into church and threatening to Mr. Rainwater. He did 
not interfere with everything in this area because it is not his right to 
become a hero. Conrad tried to intimidate him with the intention of 
making him to be afraid. 
 
3.2 Depiction of Oppression in Rainwater novel 
3.2.1 Creating Character and Characterization 
3.2.1.1 Oppressive Character 
                   There are two oppressive characters in this novel. The first is Ellis. 
He is Conrad’s father. He is a very greedy person although he is already 
rich he still wants the benefit of a program that tries to save the people 
from the hardest times. Besides greedy, he is also a very foxy person. 
He financed a sheriff's election namely Anderson to use him as his 
power shield. The second character of the oppressor is Conrad. He was 
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given orders by his father to oversee the running of this program. Watch 
him in a sadistic way. He massacred the people who did not follow his 
rules. He commits terror to the people who deny it. His sadness was 
seen also when Calvin's brother was found hanging himself 
unpredictably the killer was him because of the power held then the law 
was subject to him. 
3.2.1.2 Oppressed Character 
                  The oppressed character is the character of the person who suffers 
from injustice because of the dominant power. The oppressor can 
destroy the peace, freedom, and the integrity of the oppressed. The 
oppressed only receive the condition, if they tried to against the 
oppressor it will make endanger themselves. The oppressed characters 
in this novel are represented by Ollie Thompson. He is one of the 
breeders who experience the bad effects of DRS program. In addition to 
shooting cows, Conrad hordes also destroyed and fired on their homes 
to make them traumatized. Fear comes to their souls if this happens to 
them again. Olli also regretted the actions he had taken to follow this 
program. He and his family must receive a small amount of money but 
a huge mental burden remains in him. 
3.2.1.3 Rebellious Character 
                  The rebellious character comes from the oppressed people and 
someone has feeling cares about the oppression. They try to get the 
freedom from the bondage of oppression. The desire of the oppressed 
people to gain freedom is not without reason because they are disgusted 
with the actions of oppressor; this is causing a deep sense of hatred and 
revenge. The Rebellious is illustrated by the Mr. Rainwater character. 
Rainwater is the main character in this novel that cares oppression. The 
rebellious is illustrated by the character of Mr. Rainwater. He is a brave 
man against oppression in that area he is not a native there. He made a 
great contribution to bringing the courageous society against the 
oppressors. He is one of the pioneers to make relay movement system. 
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This is a chain communication system that informs about any gestures 
of the Conrad. 
3.2.2 Creating Setting 
               Gilead is the northern part of Texas that runs a drought relief services 
program system from the central government. There is also an 
authoritarian government agency in running the program. Generally, 
incidents of oppression at farms owned by citizens who follow programs 
like George Pritchett's Farm, Ollie Thompson's Farm. Oppressors also 
commit terror and murder in AME churches 
3.2.3 Creating Events 
               The oppression showed of the incidents happened in these novels 
which are clearly visible.  There are two incidents which illustrated the 
oppression by the oppressor: 
3.2.3.1. DRS program implemented by government agent 
        The oppression in this novel is clearly illustrated; the ruler of the 
region, Ellis exploited dust bowl and government program for the lading 
to gain their own profit and satisfaction. The program aims to assist 
rancher and communities in the face of dust bowl. For breeders, their 
livestock bought with the cheap price while people get canned meat 
distributed by the government.  
        Conrad served as the watchdog as well as the troublemaker when the 
program was in progress. The program shows that Conrad is arbitrary in 
acting to the public with his weapons, violence, crime, and cunning. 
Those who resist when the program is in progress, they are not reluctant 
to commit violence such as hitting and destroying their homes. All 
hunger people received the fact that their struggle must be paid with 
bloodshed.  
3.2.3.2. Terror the Rebels 
        The result of oppression is resistance of the people in Gilead. This 
idea formed of inhumane treatment by Conrad and his friends to the poor 
people and ranchers. They unite to make a stronghold and set up a system 
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of communications to against the injustice system. They hope to stop the 
action of the oppressor. They were disgusted with Conrad attitude and 
their desire for action becomes reality. The system is communicated with 
each other to provide info about Conrad activities. This idea of resistance 
was quickly concealed by Conrad. He did not silent when he knows 
about it.  
        He has everything such as treasure, throne, power, weapons, courage 
and so on. Conrad had known the system is to against him. He never 
gives up to always torturing the peoples. He has many spies around 
Gilead, it is not impossible if he does not know the information about this 
system. He commits terror to anyone who rebels become deterrent thus 
they know that his power is not opposed to anything. The ways proved 
him become upset. He always launched the terrors aim to frighten them 
for stopping to disrupt the government program 
  
3.2.4 Creating Style 
3.2.4.1 Diction 
                    Sandra Brown used diction in her novel to show the oppression. The 
diction is nigger. Diction in this novel can be seen in conversation 
Conrad with Brother Calvin when Conrad asked to him know the leader 
of relay system. He called him with nigger. Nigger is rude term for 
colored peoples in the United States. The nigger designation means 
very deeply and racist. From ancient times until now it triggered the 
dispute. In the context above, Conrad looks so annoyed against the 
Negro who disrupts the DRS programs especially for him. 
3.2.4.2 Symbol 
                    “We’ve got a network in place now, a relay system(Rainwater, 
2009, 90) 
                     Relay system is a symbol of resurrection and spirit of the oppressed 
people against the oppressor. The relay system is as form of chain 
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messages. This system created by Mr. Rainwater and the victims of 
repression resulting idea from the oppression made by the oppressor. 
 
3.3 The Reason Why Oppression Addressed in Rainwater novel 
             As written on Book Reporter at November 6, 2009, Sandra Brown 
addressed the oppression in the novel because she wants to reveal about the 
oppression that occurred in Texas during the dust bowl. She also wants to 
show that there are people who take advantage of conditions to put on their 
own benefits that it makes people to be depressed. She wants to criticize the 
government for further strengthening in running the program. 
 
3.4 Discussion 
                After analyzing Rainwater novel, the researcher wants to relate the 
relation between it’s with the issue in the society. Sandra Brown is an author 
from Texas. She has produced many novels in her work. One of her greatest 
works is Rainwater novel. The novel tells about the oppression that comes 
from government programs to depress the society. It is very different from 
his earlier work which only focuses on women, loves, and sex. This novel is 
written by the real story of his father's with the oppression occurred in his 
time. 
                 Everybody knows that oppression is a major problem in an area or 
country especially a country that have poor, stupid, and powerless people. In 
United States, the most oppression happened in the colored people.  
According to Mauk and Oakland (2005, p. 239) said that the large amount 
black people in United State live in poverty but they are not trying to get out 
from this situation. Colored people live in under pressure. The government 
limits their act. Hence, they did not get the rights as the citizen should have.  
               Generally, Native Americans oppressed the peoples in enforcement 
legal system and doing brutalized with them (Rosich, Katherine J. 2007. p. 
4). Native Americans used their opportunities and power to carry out 
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oppression in various sectors of life such as industry, politics, culture, and 
so on. They also use the American Army as an instrument of their authority. 
                Besides that, there are the relations between this novels published on 
2009 with the real life society before twentieth century. The relations are the 
oppression issue in this novel is the same case oppression in twentieth 
century. It is always tells racialism, ruler, and violence for the 
powerlessness in society.   
 
4. CONCLUSSION  
               According to finding and discussion above, the result of this study shows 
the following conclusion. Firstly, there are third types of oppression in this novel. 
Third types of oppression are exploitation, marginalization, and violence. Based 
on the type of oppression, the researcher divides into several indicators in 
accordance with what he encountered in the novel. The indicators of exploitation 
are giving full power, low control, and individual interest. There are three 
indicator of marginalization that is colored peoples, restriction, and social status. 
Physical and non physical violence are the indicators of violence. Secondly, there 
are six things that support of oppression in the novel such as characters and 
characterization, events, setting, diction, and symbol. The last is the reason why 
Sandra Brown addressed oppression in her novel such as to She wants to reveal 
about the oppression that occurred in Texas during the dust bowl. She also wants 
to how cruel the oppression was. She wants to criticize the government for further 
strengthening in running the program 
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